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Ro M. xiii. 1. 

Let every Hul be ſubject unto the 

7 750 Powers : 22 is mo 
ower but of God. 0 


I. is a great Confirmation of the Truth 


* 


of the Chriſtian Religion, and a pow- 
erful Means to recommend it both to 
the Underſtandings and Affections of 
reaſonable Men ; that it does not infringe 
or encroach upon our natural Rights or 
Property, or tend to diſturb the good Or- 
der and Peace of humane Society. 
. Firft; With reſpe& to our private indepen- 
dant Conduct and Behaviour, for which we 
are accountable to God only; Chriſtianity de- 
bars us not of any rational Pleaſure or En- 
joyment ; it denies not the Gratification of 
any one regular Appetite or Paſſion; or for- 
bids any Thing that is fit or decent to be 
done. Nor on the other Hand does it lay 
any hard or grievous Commands upon us, 
or enjoyn any Thing as our Duty, that en- 
| EY 4 ſlaves 
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ſlaves our Faculties, or is unfit for a ra- 


tional Nature to perform. And if we 
conſider all the Prohibitions and Corfi- 


maadments of the Goſpel, we ſhall find no 
Vertue enjoyn'd but which really improves 


and dignifies our Nature, and tends to pro- 
mote our preſent as well as future Happi- 


neſs; and no Vice forbidden, but which de- 
baſes and diſhonours it, and tends to male 


us miſerable in this, as well as in the other 
World. And all the Laws of Chriſtianity 
are ſo holy, juſt and good, that they are no 
other than ſuch as we ſhould chuſe to go- 
vern ourſelves by, if we attended impartial- 
ly to the DiQates of our own Conſciences, 
and confulted ſeriouſly our own trueſt In- 
tereſt 

\ Secondly; With Reſpect to our public 
and ſocial Behaviour; as Members of a 
Community; Chriſtianity interferes not with 


the Rights either of Governors, or of 


their Subjects; it neither retrencheth the 
Juſt Power and Authority of the one, nor 
-the Liberty and Property of the other; 
but is adapted to preſerve the good Order 


and Well-being of the World, and to pro- 


mote the mutual Quiet and Happineſs of all 
Mankind in every Station and Condition of 

Had the Doctrine of the Goſpel inva- 
ded the Prerogative of Soveraign Princes, and 
Kod I's £0 ex- 
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exetipted the Profeſſors of it from Obe - 
dience and Subjection to human Laws, Las 
the Jews pretended their being the People 
of God exempted them J; then it would 
have been no Wonder that the Rulers of the 
World ſhould oppoſe and perſecute the A- 
poſtles and firſt Preachers of it, as being 
truly ſuch [as the Fews falſely repreſented 
them to be] who turn d the World upfide 
dun, Acts xvii. 7. and that it ſhou'd al- 
ways meet with Oppoſition from the Power 
of Princes, as violating their juſt-Decrees, 
and introducing. Anarchy and Confuſion 
into their States. (013, eee 

On the other Hand; had it deprivd 
dubjects of their natural Rights, and ſub- 
ected them to the arbitrary Will and 
Power of their Governors, it wou'd juſtly 
have been complain'd of by them as an un- 
ſupportable Yoke, and been rejected as 
teaching Things contrary to right Reaſon, 
and to the Will of God made known by the 
Light of Nature: it being evident to na- 
tural Reaſon, that God never intended to 
(blige rational Creatures to be rul'd by 
any other Laws than thoſe that are found 
ed upon Reaſon; or to give Princes a Com- 
miſſion to act contrary to his divine Will, 
ran Authority to require upon Pain, of ci- 
i Puniſhment, what He in his Word has 
jorbid upon Pain of Damnation; Or that = 
VA wou' 


doer, and to deter and puniſh the Evil-doer, 
as their Duty is repreſented by the Apoſtle, 
v. 3, 4: And by teaching Subjects to obey 
them in the Execution of juſt and righteous 
Laws, not only for Wrath, but alſo for 
Conſcience Sate; to give Reverence and 
Honour to their Per ſons and Authority, and 
chearfully to pay Tribate for the Support of 
their Government; and not to refit them 
or hinder their promoting the Public Good, 
upon Peril of the Sword here, and Pain of 
| Damnation hereaſter: I fay, By thus en- 
| forcing with the Sanction of God's reveald 
Will, and the Penalties of the Goſpel, the 
mutual natural Obligation and Duty, both 
of the higher Powers, and of thoſe who 
are ſubject to them, Chriſtianity recom- 
mends itſelf to the Reaſon and Affections 
of Both of them, and is of the greateſt Be- 
Enefir and Advantage to humane Society, 
Which leads me to conſider from the Words 
of my Text, 


N 
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L The Foundation and Original of humane 
Government, expreſsd in my Text to be 
VJ G94; There is no Power but of God. 


II. What is the Obedience of Subjects to 
their Governors, ſet forth in this Injun- 
ckion, Let every Soul be ſubjeft to the 
bigher P D e f, | | 

III. 
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I. That Kings derive their Authority 


and that the Soveraignty of Princes receiv'd 


theſe Words; By me Kings reign, and Princes 


Fim the Higheſt, ch. vi. 3. And in my Text, 


1 
III. 1 will make an Application of the 
Whole. ; . „%% 26 fq. 


from God who is the Fountain and Original 
of all Dominion and Power, is a Principle 
of natural as well as of revealed Religion. 
The Heatbens always taught and beliey'd 
that God was the Author- of Government: 


a Sanction from Heaven. And the Scrip- 
tures both of the Old and New Teſtament 
confirm this Doctrine. | 35 
The wwiſeſt of Kings repreſents God de. 
claring the divine Right of Government, in 


decree Juſtice : by me Princes rule aud Ne- 
bles, even all the Judges of the Earth, 
Prov. vill. 15, 166. a 
Again; the Author of the Book of Wiſ- 
dom thus addreſſeth himſelf to Kings ; Power 
7s given you of the Lord, and Soveraignt) 


there is us Poser but of God; and this 
Power in the following Verſe is call'd, The 
Orginance of God, ; „ 
But when it is ſaid that al} Power 7s « 
God, and that Rulers are the Miniſters 
God; this is not ſo to be underſtood, as i] 
God himſelf by an immediate Declaration | 
of his Will did appoint the Perſons whi 


ſhould * 


* 
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| ſhould govern the ſeveral Nations of 
the Earth; as he did in the Caſe of 


Moſes and Joſhua, Saul and David, 
Solomon and Jab, amongſt the Jews; 
and of Cyrus amongſt the Gentiles, Iſa. 
xlv. 1. For it is Certain that the Roman 
Emperor, and the other ruling Pow- 
ers of the World then in being, when 


St. Pan] wrote this Epiſtle, had not any 
ſuch immediate divine Appointment; but 


were er according to the various 
try ; or ſet up by the People, and ſome- 
times by the Soldiers. And it is evident 
that no Prince or Governor zow hes an 


immediate Deſignation from God: And 


yet all the higher Powers that ever have 
been, and are now ; are, according to the 


Apoſtle, the Power and Ordinance of 


God, 

- Nor, further, does the Apoſtle mean 
that any particular Form of Government 
is aloze of divine Appointment. The 
Government of Moſes, Foſhnua, and the 
Judges, was as much the Ordinance of God, 
as that of the Rings of Iſrael : And all the 


various Forms that now prevail in ſeveral 


Nations, are equally of divine Authort- 
ty. The Meaning therefore of the Apo- 
ſtle is, that the higher Powers which the 
did, and which now co, and at all times ſhall 

; | 90 


| 
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ar Laws or Cuſtoms of each Coun- 


a 

govern the World, by whatever various 
Methods they receiv'd, and in whatever 
various Forms they adminiſter their Go- 
vernment, are of God, and ordain'd of 
God; as it is God's general Will and provi- 
dential Appointment that there ſhould be 
Government in every Place, as being for 
the Good of Mankind; and alſo with Re- 
ſpect to the Deſign and End of their In- 
ſtitution, which is, as the Apoſtle ſays 
v. 3, that they may be not 4 Terror to 
good Works, but to the evil. And fince, as 
hath been already obſerv'd, God never 
did, [except in a few particular Caſes, 
more eſpecially amongſt the Fews; ] nor has 
nom appointed any particular Perſons or 
Families, to govern Kingdoms; nor in- 
ſtituted any particular Forms for them to 
be govern'd by; it muſt and does plain- 
ly follow, that all Civil Power is origi- 
zally founded in the Agreement and Con- 
ſent of the People who are to be ruPd by 
it; and that theſe Perſons, whoſoever they 
are, and whether one or more, whom a 
Nation conſents to be their Gover- 
nors, to make and execute Laws for 
the Protection and Security of their na- 
tural Rights and Property, are truly the 
higher Powers here ſpoken of by the A- 
poſtle; are the Power and Ordinance of 
Gd; and the People are oblig'd to yield 
. * ; . Obe. 


L 11 J 


Obedience and be ſubject to them, as 


the Miniſters of God to them for Good. 
And, that Government has and can have 
originally no other. Foundation than Com- 


patt and Conſent of the Perſons govern'd, is 
evident; becauſe all Men being equal in Na- 


ture, and having «qual natural Rights, 
no Man has any more Power or Autho- 
rity by Nature to govern others, than 
others him: Whence it demonſtrative- 
ly follows, that the Power of Govern- 
ment muſt either be immediately deriv'd 
from God himſelf (who is the alone ab- 
ſolute Soveraign Lord and Diſpoſer of all 
Things) or from the Will and Conſent of 
thoſe who are to be govern'd : But ſince 
God does not immediately interpoſe to de- 
clare or nominate the Perſons of Rulers, it 
remains that they are originally appointed 
by, and derive all their Authority from 
Law and Compact. 3 
Again : The End of all Government 
ſhows the Mears through which it is 
convey'd. | . 
The Ezxd of all Government being the 
Benefit and Well-being of the govern'd 
Society; to ſecure Men in the Poſſeſſion 
and Enjoyment of their natural Rights; 
and to hinder mutual Wrongs and Inju- 
ries; and to preſerve Peace, Vertue and good 


Order amongſt Mankind, that they may 


B 2 live 
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live and act like rational Creatures, and 
diſtinguiſh their Conduct from that of 


brute Beaſts: Since this (I ſay) is the only 
End of Government, and theſe the only 
Objects of it, [and not the Exerciſe of an 
abſolute independent Power and Domi 
nion-of one Man, or Body of Men over 
their Fellow-Creatures equal in Nature to 
themſclves ; the Suppoſition of which 1s 
very unreaſonable and 393 Jit plainly 

appears, that They for whoſe Good only all 
Government is appointed and intended, 
mult be the Fountain from whence it is 
originally deriv'd, and to which it altz- 
mately returns; and that it always de- 


pends upon, and muſt be ſubſervient to 


the Good of the Community, which is the 
Object and End of it. And the divine Right 
which it conveys tothe Adminiſtrators of it, 
1s no other than the Commiſſion and Truſt 
which they receive from the Community 
to diſpoſe of and conduct, for Their Benefit 


and Happineſs, thoſe natural Rights and 


That Property, which they truly derive 
from Gd. 

Thus every higher Power, though it is, 
as St. Peter ſtiles it, 1 Epiſtle, ii. 13, the 
Ordinance of Mon, or, according to the 
ſtrict literal Senſe, an humane Creature; 
is alſo the Ordinance of God, and a divine 
Appointment; both as being argeeable t o 


the 
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Se if 
the Will of God, who in his Providence 
appointed Government for the Peace and 
Welfare of Mankind, which cannot be ſafe 
or happy without it; and alſo as being 
inveſted with the Direction and Diſpoſal 
of thoſe natural Rights, which Men have 
truly receiv'd from God the Author of 
their Natures. Nor does the receiving 
this Power from the Conſent of Men, 
make it at all to be leſs of God. For as 
the Power of Husbands over their Wives, 
and of Maſters over their Servants, ariſeth 
from mutual Conſent and Contract, but 
yet is nevertheleſs God's Ordinance; So the 
higher Powers by which Men are go- 
vern'd, though they proceed originally, or 
actually, from the Agreement and Conſent 
of the civil Society ; are yet the Ordinance 
of God. And they who thus exerciſe 
thoſe Powers, are as much the Miniſters of 
God, as if they were elected by an imme- 
diate divine Appointment. And this brings 
me to conſider in the ſecond Place, the Obe- 
dience which is due to the higher Powers. 


II. The Text ſays; Let every Soul be ſub- 
ject tothe higher Powers. Where (iſt) by the 
Soul, is not meant the mere inward Princi- 
ple of our Thoughts and Juagment; as if 
Men's Conſcieuces or internal Behaviour 

| Was 
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Vas ſubject to the higber Powers. As the 
Laws of the civil Magiſtrate extend only 
to Men's outward Actions and Cond 
and have a Right to command the doing 
or not doing ſuch Things as are either be- 
. neficial or hurtful to the Community over 
which he preſides ; ſo the bogzly and ex. 
ternal Behaviour only, is the proper Obje& 
of his Juriſdiction. And it is the peculiar 
Dominion and Prerogative of God the 
ſearcher of Hearts, to preſcribe Laws to 
and lay Obligations upon the Soul and 


Conſcience, as being preſent to them, and 


who knows every Motion and Intention, 
every good or evil - Diſpoſition of them, 
and can accordingly reward or puniſh, 

But the Saul here ſignifies the humane 
Perſon; which is very frequent in the Stile 
of Scripture. And it is the ſame as if it 
were ſaid, Let every one, or every Perſon, 
or every Man, be ſubject to the Higher Pow- 
ers, It is the ſame wich the Direction 
which this Apoitle gives to Iitus; Put 
them i. e. all under thy Care] ix mind to 
be ſubject to Principalities aud Powers; 
to obey Magiſtrates, ch. iii. 1. Whence 
Secondly, we may oblerve the auiver- 
ſal Obligation of this SubjeAion ; Let eve- 
ry Soul be ſubject, None is exempted from 
Obedience to the Civil Authority ; no not 


Even 


[ts ] 

ven though he was [as * one ſays} an 

Hoſtile, or Evangeliſt, or Prophet, or ubo- 

ber he be, Our Saviour himſelf, his 

apoſtles and the Primitive Chriſtians, ne- 

ver claim'd an Exemption from the Ju- 

riſdition of the civil Magiſtrate. They 

knew and acknowledg'd his Power to be 
F God; and that, as Members of Society, 
they ought to be ſubject to the Laws 
which were made for the Good of it. And 
they were always as ready to render untoCæ- 
ſar the Things that are Cæſar 'i, to own and 
give unto him his Right, and pay all the O- 
bedience, Honour and Tribute, that was 
due to him; as to preſerve inviolably, anto 
God the Things that are God's, to main- 
tain his Honour and Worſhip, and to o- 
bey His Commandments rather than thoſe 
of Men, whenever humane Ordinances 
ſtood in Competition with, or were con- 
trary to the divine Laws. But in all other 
Inſtances they ſhew'd both by their Do- 
ctrine and Example, ſuch a dutiful and loy- 


al Submiſſion to the Authority even of 


heathen Governors, as ſufficiently teſti- 
fy'd their firm Perſuaſion of the Truth 
of our Lord's Words in this Caſe, which 
he ſpoke on another Occaſion ; namely, 


— 
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that" be came not to deſtroy the Law (not 
only the moral Law of Religion, but) not 
to deſtroy the political Laws of humane 
Governments, but to fulfil them, Mat. v. 
17; to continue their Obligation, and en. 
force them more ſtrongly upon All. Much 
leſs therefore can any Men a0 aſſume to 
themſelves a Power or Authority indepen. 
dent of the Magiſtrate's Dominion; or pre- 
tend to exempt their Perſons and civil A- 
ctions, from the Cognizance and Juriſdi- 
Sion of the civil Power. All Men what- 
ſoever, who are Members of a Community, 
and receive the Protection and Benefit of 
the Laws of it, are and ought to be ſubject 
to the higher Powers, which are by God's 
Appointment ſet over it; And all their 
ſocial Property and Behaviour, ought to be 
ſubſervient to and directed by thoſe Rules 
by which it is govern'd. Yb | 
A third Obſervation is; that Subjection 
to the higher Powers implies, not onl 
Obedience and Submiſſion to the immedi- 
ate Orders and Commands of the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate himſelf; but alſo to that Au- 
thority, with which the ſubordinate Offi- 


cers of the higher Powers are inveſted by 


them. It being impoſſible for one Man 

to rule a whole Nation i» Perſon, he muſt 

put the Adminiſtration of his n 
. an 


A. e r . — 8 4 5 E 22 2 " 


and commit the Execution of his Laws to 


the Hands of others; And in obeying the 


Miniſters of the King, thoſe who repreſent 


his. Perſon, or receive a Commiſſion from 
him, we obey the King himſelf, whoſe 
Authority alone it is which they exerciſe 
over us; And fo their Power is allo of God, 
and whoſoever reſi/teth it, reſiſteth the Ur- 
dinance of God. To tbis Purpoſe the A- 


poſtle St. Peter is very expreſs ; Submit 
. Mar, for 


your ſelves to ever) Ordinance of 


the Lord's Sake, whether it be to the Ring 


as Supreme, or unto Governors, as unto 


them that are ſens by him, for the Puniſh- 
ment of evil Doers, and for the Praiſe. of 
them that de well : for fo is the Will of 
God, 1 Pet. ii; 13, 14, 15. 1 

From which Obſervations I proceed to 
ſhow more 8 the Obligation 
and Nature of that Subjection which we 


are to pay to the Higher Powers. 


» - 


The higher Powers being entruſted with 


the Rights of the Community, to ſecure 
and protect their natural Property, in 
the Execution of which Truſt they are 
the Miniſters of God to us for Good; it 
hence plainly follows, that the Obligation 
of Subjection to them, is no other than an 
Obligation to promote the general Good of 
Mankind, and our 1 particular Good 

bi | as 
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[18] 
as united with it. By ting thoſe Laws 
which are made for the Preſer vation and 
Well-being of that Society to which we 
belong, we do no more than what Nature, 
Reaſon, and the expreſs Will of God directs 
every one to do; to conſult and ſecure, by 
the moſt effectual and rational Means, our 
own Self-Preſervation and Happineſs, which 
depends upon the Obſervance of them ; to 
perform our Duty in that Station and Re- 
lation in which Providence has plac'd us; 
to do Wrong or Injury to no one; and to 
promote, as much as we are able, the Good 
of all; and by a quiet and peaceable Be- 
haviour, to contribute our Endeavours to 
the Support and Eſtabliſhment of That good 
Order and Harmony, which God intended 
(by enduing us with Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding, and laying us under Obligations to 
act ſuitably thereto) to preſerve in the World. 
Such being the Obligation of our 
Subje&ion ; the Nature of it muſt be 
correſpondent, and extend to the doing 
every Thing which is beneficial to the 
Public, and to avoid doing any Thing 


that is prejudicial to it. We muſt there- 


fore be always willing and ready to em- 
 . ploy our Hands in the Service of our Coun- 
try; and to let no Aſſiſtance or Endea- 
vours be wanting, to ſupport and defend 
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that Government which protects us; which 
is the greateſt Service we can poſſibly do 
to our ſelves. So that Subject ion implies 
not only the keeping of the Laws our 
ſelves, but enforcing, as much as in us lies, 
the Obſervance of them upon others; and 
not to ſuffer the Tranſgreſſion of them to 
paſs with Impunity. It implies further, not 
only the Subjection of our Perſons, but of 
our Fortunes too, to maintain with ſuitable 
Dignity and Greatneſs Thoſe with whom 
the Execution of the Laws is intruſted.; 
on which the Title of our Eſtates de- 
pends, and without the due Execution of 
which, every thing wou'd be precarious and 
ſubject to the Violence of Robbers and Op- 
preſſors. We cannot think it reaſonable 


or poſſible to have our Property ſecur'd, 
without contributing ſome Part of it to 


enable thoſe with whom the Protection of 
it is entruſted, to reſiſt and puniſh thoſe 
who wou'd invade it, The Apoſtle there- 
fore tells us, that, becauſe they are 
God's Miniſters attending continually on this 


very Thing, watching over and guarding 


our juſt Rights, and executing Wrath and 


Vengeance on the Violators of the Laws ; for 
thisReaſon we pay Tribute, And then he com- 


mands us; render therefore to all their Dues, 
Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to 
| C 2 whom 


ITY 20 
whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour 
ta whom Honour, v. 7. e 
Again further: Becauſe the divine Pra. 
vience which ſuperintends all humane 
Affairs, more eſpecially watcheth over 
States and Kingdoms; and the Hearts of 
Kings are more immediately under God's 
Rule and Governance, to diſpoſe and direct 
them as it ſeemeth beſt to his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs; it is a Part of our Allegiance and 
SubjeQion, to put up our Petitions to the 
Throne of Heaven for the long Life and 
Proſperity of the King, who is the Breath 
4 our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord, 
e Light and Glory of our Iſrael, under 
whoſe Shadow and Influence we dwell iz 
Safety: To pray for the Sycceſs of his 
Arms and Councils, and for the flouriſh- 
ing State of his Empire ; that he may 
not only be a Guardian and Father of his 
Country, but a nurſing Fatber to the 
Church; to encourage and reward Ver- 
tue and Piety, and protect us in the Pro- 
feſſion of true Religion. To which End the 
Apoſtle exhorts us, that, firſt of all, Sup. 
plications, Prayers, Interceſſions and gi- 
ving of Thanks be made for all Men © for 
Kings and all that are in Authority; that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty : far this 
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it good and acceptable in the Sight of G, 
Tien, ii;1, 2, 3. And nothing ean'be 
more reaſonable and of greater Impor- 
tance than this Part of our Duty: Beth 
to ſhow that we do nat put our Truſt in 
the Arm of Fleſh, ſer. xvii, 5; nor place 
our whole Confidence in Princes, Pſ. cxviti,' 
9; but, remembering whole Miniſters they 
| are and whole. Authority they exerciſe, 
acknowledge that all their Power is de- 
riv'd from God, and that the Effect and 
Influence of it depends upon his Aid and 
Bleſſing, and that without the divine 
Benediction and Concurrence no King 
is able to protect or deliver us: And 
alſo to ſhow our ſelves ſenſible, that the 
Power which is neceflary to be entruſted 
with every King for the Safety of a Na- 
tion, may (without God's Direction of it 
for the public Good) become the Iaſtru- 
ment of public Evil and Deſtruction. 
From the preceeding Conſiderations of 
the Obligation and Nature of our Subje- 
ction to the higher Powers, we may per- 
ceive that the Duty of Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion which Subjects owe to their Go- 
vernors, is not only to be perform'd for 
Wrath, 1. e. for Fear of the Sword and 
ſuffering a temporal Puniſhment ; but alſo 
for Conſcience Sake, as the Apoſtle teaches, 


v. 5, 
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v. 5, and for Fear of incurring the Dif. 
pleaſure of God, and receiving to them- 
\ ſelves Damnation, v. 2. For the higher 
Powers which are ſet over us, being the 
Miniſters of God to us for Good; and the 
Authority which they exerciſe, being not 
for a Terror to good Works, but to the 
Evil, v. 3, and the Laws which are e- 
nacted by this Authority, being to pro- 
mote Peace and Fuſtice and Godlineſs a- 
mongſt Men; it is hence evident that 
there lies on every one a Moral (as well as 
Political) Obligation to be ſubject to 
them; and that hereby we obey, not 
Man only, but God alſo: And that on the 
other Hand, the not paying an active 
Obedience, or neglecting or refuſing to do 
any Thing which is in our Power. for the 
advancing the public Intereſt and Good 
of the Community, or which the higher 
Powers enjoyn and command for that 
End ; is an immoral Omiſſion of our Du- 
ty, and refuſing not only to obey Man, 
but God alſo. And therefore much more 
the ſtanding in Oppoſition to, and reſiſt- 
ing with open Force and Violence the 


Magiſtrates Authority, and the Laws of 


the Government; is not only ſuch a Reſiſt- 
ance of humane Power, as deprives thoſe 
who uſe it of all the Benefits and Rights 
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of Society, and juſtly ſubjects them to the 
greateſt temporal Condemnation; but is alſo 
a direct Reſiſtance (as the Apoſtle obſerves, 
v. 2) of the Ordinance of God, and ren- 
ders them obnoxious to eternal Puniſh- 
ment. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the 
Power, refiſteth the Ordinance of God; 


and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves Damnation: Not only the Judgment 


(as the Word literally ſignifies) which the 
Magiſtrate who bears not the Sword in 
vain, v. 4, is able to infli& upon them in 
this Life; but alſo the Judgment of the 
divine Vengeance in the Life to come. 
And this; becauſe, by reſiſting the higher 
Powers whom God hath appointed to 
{way the Scepters and govern the Nations 
of rhe Earth in Peace and Righteouſneſs, 
they rebel againſt the divine Authority 
which is lodg?d in their Hands for the 
Good of Mankind; become injurious In- 
vaders of all Men's Rights, and Property ; 
Diſturbers, and, as much as in them lies, 
Subverters of the Peace and Happineſs 
of the World, by oppoſing and endea- 
vouring to deſtroy that Power by which 
Societies are protected and preſerv'd, 

III. I beg leave briefly to obſerve by way 
of Application, the Benefits of the preſent 
Government which we enjoy. 
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ye of this Nation then may think our 
ſelves moſt happy in having the beſt Con- 
ſtitution both in Church and State, of any 
People upon Earth. JR | - 

Gur religious and civil Rights and Pro- 
perty are not, as in moſt other Kingdoms, 
precarious and ſubject to the abſolute 
Will and Diſpoſal of the higher Power; 
but they are guarded and ſecur'd by Laws 
which are made by our own Conſent, and 
which are the Rule and Meaſure of the 
King's Authority, as well as of the Obe- 
bience of the Subject. So that we are not 
like the Natives of other Countries, who 
are Vaſſals and Slaves to an unlimited 
and arbitrary Power ; Who have no Pro- 
perty, and whoſe Breath and Life depends 
upon their Princes Pleaſure : But we are a 
| free People, and are govern'd like rational 
Creatures by our own” Conſent ; And our 
Conduct and Behaviour, our Lives and 
Fortunes, are directed and diſpos'd of by 
our ſelves alone, by thoſe Laws which we 
our ſelves have made for our own Security 
and Prefervation”, 
And as thoſe Laws in general are the 
| moſt righteous, reaſonable, and wiſeſt that 
any Nation is govern'd by; fo it hath 
pleas d God eminently to bleſs us with a 
moſt wiſe and faithful Guardian and Ex- 
- ecutor 
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ecutor of them: One who knows the juſt 
Extent of regal Power, and never made 
Uſe of it but for the Good of his People ; 
and whoſe Government, where limited by 
no Laws but his own Vill, is admint- 
ſter'd by the moſt perfect Laws of Rea- 
/n and Equity- What may we not then 
expect, and what Bleſſings do we not 
already enjoy, and have long poſleſs'd 
under fo wiſe and good a Governor; who 
is ſo great a Lover of Juſtice more than 
of Power, that he never deſir'd to rule 
but only in the Hearts of his Subjects; 
and not for his own, but their Sake's 
ly Who inviolably maintains our Laws, 
and impartially executes them with the 
greateſt Clemency as well as Juſtice; and 
whoſe only Aim, Deſire, and Endeavour 
is, to eſtabliſh his own Throne 1n Peace 
and Righteouſneſs, and to govern theſe 
Nations as the Minifter of God, (accord- 
ing to the Deſign and End for which al. 
Government was appointed by divine | 
Providence) by no other Laws than ſuch 
as promote the public Good and the Hap- 
pineſs of his People. 

I need not therefore tell you, nor am I 
able to expreſs, how deep and black is the 
Wickedneſs and Guilt of thoſe who ever 

| D © ſince 
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fince his preſent Majeſty's happy Acceſ 


fion to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, 
and more. particularly of late, have been 
conſulting and confpirmg the Deſtruction 
of the beſt Prince, and the beſt conſti- 
tuted Charch and Government 1n the 
World: and by the moſt vile and traiterous 


Means, and againſt the moſt ſolemn 


Obligations of Fidelity and Allegiance, 
of Oaths and Promiſes, of Religion and 
Cprſcience, and every Engagement which 
Duty to God, the Intereſt of Chriſtiani- 
ty, Regard to the Welfare and Good of 


their Country, and their own both prefent 
and future Happineſs couꝰd lay upon them; 


have endeavour'd and baſely attempted 


more than once, to ſubje& a free Nation 


and a Proteſtant Church to Popiſh Supet- 
ſtition and Arbitrary Power. If Any re- 
ſifting of the higher Powers was ever a 
reſiſting the Ordinance of God, and ren- 
der'd Men juſtly obnoxious both to pre- 
ſent and future Condemnation, This of all 
others is moſt highly ſo; as not only pro- 
ceeding without any, but againf} all Rea- 
fon and Equity; and being no leſs fatal 
in its Tendency and Event, than the en- 
flaving us and our Poſterity, and extin- 
guiſhing the Light of the Goſpel amon gꝑſt 
188 ls | us; 
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us; and ſinking with us, into the ſame 
common Pit of Ruin and Deſtruction, 
the Religion and Liberties of all the Pre- 
teftaut Powers of Europe, which depend 
upon and are ſupported by us. 
beg your Patience, till I add one 
Word more; namely, that as the great 
Security of the Nation depends upon the 
good Regulation and Diſcipline of the 
armed Forces in Subord ination to the ci- 
vil Power, which the Wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature ſhall think fit to appoint for 
preventing an external Invaſion, or do- 
meftic Inſurrection; ſo more eſpecially is 
Their Fidelity of the greateſt Conſequence, 
when a State is threaten'd with à civil 
War. I cannot therefore without Inju- 
ſtice paſs by unobſerv'd, the Honour 
which the preſent Army has juſtly merited 
for their ſteddy Fidelity and uncorrupted 
Loyalty in the late Conſpiracy and At- 
tempt ; when not one Officer (as far as ap- 
pears) and ſcarcely one frivate Man cou'd 
be brib'd to enter into the Service of the 
Enemies of their King and Country. 
This Inſtance of their public Faithfulneſs 


and Virtue, ſhows that they are not 4 


Terror, but a real Safeguard to us. And 
it alſo ſhows their Senſe of true Bravery 
WY and 
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and Honour, not to hearken to the Pro- 
miſes, or to receive Advancement from their 
Enemies; And that they eſteem it more 
» honourable, (as it truly is,) to act in the 
loweſt Poſt under ſo gracious and juft a 
KING, and in the Service of a free Na- 
tion; than to accept the hig beſt Office and 
Command from a Tyrant, and over a W 
Wretched and exſlav'd People. 
To conclude. Let us lay aſide all Pre. ti 
judice, Party and Faction; exert the Spi- tl 
rit of our Britiſh Anceſtors, and like a 
Chriſtians, like Proteſtants, like Engliſh- 
men, unite our Hearts and Hands to 
maintain and. preſerve thoſe Laws on 
which our Liberty depends, and by which 
our Church, which was reform'd at the Ex- 
pence of ſo much Blood, is eſtabliſh'd. 
To which happy End, let us (as the A- 
poſtle commands) pay an unfeign'd and 
truly loyal Subjection to the higher Potw- 
ers, to o ur gracious Sovereign Ling 
GEORGE, whom God by his Grace and 
divine Providence has ſet over us. Let 


us faithfully obey him, act only for Wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience Sake; for he is 
the Minifler of God to us for Good ; 
and is not 4 Terror to good Works, but 
to the evil only; and is ſo far from 
; | wo be- 
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being ambitious of an unlimited Power 
and - Dominion, and of being an abſo- 
jute Lord over us, that he deſires rather 
to govern us by our own Laws, than by 
his own Will ; which yet is of ſuch uncor- 
rupted Rectitude, that if it was our on- 
ly Law, as it is in his other Countries, 
we ſhou'd not be leſs ſecure and hap- 
py. We cannot poſſibly pay too grate- 
ul Returns of Duty and Obedience for 
the Benefits of his Government. And as 
all his Views, Wiſhes and Endeavours, 
are one with our Intereſt and Happi- 
neſs; we cannot oppoſe or reſiſt his Ad- 
miniſtration, without being our own 
greateſt Enemies, and reſiſting the Or- 
dinance of God; and ſo being found 
guilty not only of rejecting the beſt of 
Princes, but (as it is faid in the caſe of 
Samuel, 1 Sam. viii, 7,) of rejecting 
God himſelf from - reigning over us. 
Therefore with all other Tokens of 
Duty, Submiſſion and Loyalty, let us (as 
the Occaſion of this Day, which is the Ex- 
trance of his Majeſty's happy Reign, more 
particularly requires of us,) join our hear- 
ty and fervent Prayers to God, by whom 
Rings reign, that he wou'd continue 
the Scepter of theſe Kingdoms in the 
Hand 
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Hand of his preſent Majefty, and the 
Proteſtant Line of his illuſtrious Famis 
ly, till Time ſhall be no more. And 
let all the People 1 55 3 Amen, * 
Amen, _ | F 
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